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Seeking Two Newer LWV Edina Members
Who Want to Get Involved

 

We are seeking two members who've never served on the board of directors of

LWV Edina to serve as delegates to the state LWV Convention.  On Friday,

April 28 and Saturday April 29, LWV members from around the state of

Minnesota will gather in Bloomington for the annual league convention.  

Friday there is a legacy lunch, honoring those who have pledged generously to

http://us9.campaign-archive1.com/?e=%5BUNIQID%5D&u=ab3b60c8d7408e19521961571&id=c59bea25b2


LWV followed by a workshop on advocacy.  Friday evening features a social and

speaker at 5:30 at Poor Richard's in Bloomington with a light dinner and cash

bar. University of Minnesota professor, Timothy R. Johnson will speak on

"Appointment of US Supreme Court Justices, Past and Present".

Saturday from morning til late afternoon, as an LWV Edina delegate, you will

help make decisions about policy, action and events at the state level.  For

further information, see https://www.lwvmn.org/eventsmedia/2017-lwv-

convention. 

Contact Lonni Skrentner, President LWV Edina (lonni.skrentner@gmail.com)

to volunteer - first come, first selected!  Do it today, as registration ends April

15.  You will be fully reimbursed for your expenses by LWVEdina.

If you don't want to serve as a delegate, you can still attend some or all of the

events at your own expense. It's a great way to meet members of both the Edina

Leauge and leagues from around the state. Register

at https://www.lwvmn.org/eventsmedia/2017-lwv-conference/registration

Join us for the April Unit Meeting  

Thursday, April 13 at 10:00 am

at the Edina Senior Center. 

WHAT'S IN OUR WATER?

https://www.lwvmn.org/eventsmedia/2017-lwv-convention
mailto:lonni.skrentner@gmail.com


Come learn about Edina's water! A panel of experts will discuss Edina's

drinking water, the water quality of our lakes and creeks and what Edina

residents can do to keep our water resources healthy.

Panelists include:

Brian Olson, Director of Public Works, City of Edina 

Olson will talk about Edina’s drinking water, where it comes from, how it gets

to our homes, how it is tested and other drinking water questions.

Jessica Wilson, Water Resources Coordinator, City of Edina 

Wilson will speak about what the city is doing to keep our lakes and creeks

clean and healthy and how the city handles storm water run-off. 

Louann Waddick, Master Water Steward and member  of the Edina

Energy and Environment Commission 

Erin Hunker, EEC Working Group on Water Member

Waddick and Hunker will tell us what residents can do to keep our water

resources healthy.



We are co-sponsoring another April event with the

Edina Citizens' Human Rights Committee.

Community Conversations About Race and



Equity

In the anthology, “A Good Time for the Truth: Race in Minnesota,”

editor Sun Yung Shin collects 16 essays by diverse Minnesota authors who

authentically share their experiences of race and culture in the land of

Minnesota Nice. In this final night of a three-part conversation series, featured

authors will share their stories followed by an opportunity for facilitated

discussions reflecting on the stories heard and how they impact our Edina

community.

All conversations in this series are

free, but to help plan, please pre-

register at www.edina.ce.feepay.com

You need not read the book ahead of

time to participate in the

conversation. Books will be available

for purchase at the event.

Tuesday, April 18 at 7:00 pm

Edina Community Center,

Normandale Auditorium

Park in the GOLD lot and enter

DOOR 10

http://www.edina.ce.feepay.com/
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MODERATORS

·         Robert Pilot, host of Native Roots Radio Presents: I’m Awake, AM950

·         Lois Norrgard, LWV Bloomington

SPEAKERS

·         On environmental impact – Alan Anderson, spokesperson for Citizen’s

Climate Lobby

·         On treaty rights - Melissa Lorentz, Attorney, Hogan Adams PLLC

·         On Standing Rock, Pipeline 3 in northern Minnesota – Eryn Wise,

Organizer, Honor the Earth

·         On current legislative issues and action – Kathy Hollander, Tar Sands

Team Lead & Legislative Liaison, MN350

Panel Discussion with Q&A to follow.  Ask questions at the event, or submit in

advance at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VR9GLJ2

LOCATION

·         St. Stephen Lutheran Church, 8400 France Ave. S., Bloomington, MN

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VR9GLJ2


55431

QUESTIONS and OPTIONAL REGISTRATION

·         Email lwvbloomington@lwvmn.org or call (952) 837-8862

 

Edina Begins Environmental Film Series

The City of Edina Energy & Environment Commission’s 2017 Environmental

Film series will be held the third Thursday of the month through September.

The films will be shown at the Edina Senior Center and are free to attend.  

“This film series is a monthly film screening on topics that will help residents

learn about current and future impacts of our community’s energy use, and

actions they can take to move toward a smart energy future to support the City’s

goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions 30 percent by 2025,” said

Commissioner Lauren Satterlee. “All of the films are focused around climate

and energy. We hope to see a wide range of attendees this year.”

This year’s screenings will include a variety of critically acclaimed movies:

               “Before the Flood,” 7 p.m. Thursday, April 20

              “Facing the Surge,” 7 p.m. Thursday, May 18

                    “Merchants of Doubt,” 7 p.m. Thursday, June 15

 “The Lorax,” 7 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 17

              “No Impact Man,” 7 p.m. Thursday, Sept.  21

CMAL ANNUAL MEETING

The CMAL Annual Meeting is Saturday, April 22 between 10:30am and

2:30pm. It will be held at the Wellstone Conference Room, Community Action

Partnership, at 450 Syndicate St. North, St. Paul. Guests and members of the

public are welcome, but only delegates are allowed to vote in the business

portion of the meeting in the afternoon. 

mailto:lwvbloomington@lwvmn.org
tel:(952)%20837-8862


The keynote speaker for the morning session is Mary Richardson, Executive

Director and founding partner of Richardson, Richter and Associates, a public

policy consulting firm based in St. Paul. She will speak on metro and agency

government governance issues that have been in the news recently. 

 

LWV Edina's Annual
Meeting

is
Thursday, May 4 at 6:00 pm

at
St. Alban's Church in Edina.

All leaguers are cordially invited to the LWV Edina Annual Meeting. Please

come for a light dinner/social time at 6:00 and to hear Annastacia Belladonna-

Carrera, Executive Director of Common Cause Minnesota, speak at 6:30  on

“One Person/One Vote: Redistricting and Democracy.”

Redistricting has been identified as one of the top issues on which members

should become more educated. Common Cause Minnesota's mission is to work

to create open, honest, and accountable government that serves the public

interest; promote equal rights, opportunity, and representation for all; and

empower all people to make their voices heard in the political process.

A brief business meeting with elections will follow at 8:00 PM. All renewing

members are eligible to participate in and vote at the Annual Meeting. The

2017-2018 Proposed Budget and the slate of candidates for the LWV Edina

Board will be sent by email to all members.

LWV Edina Supports Recommendation to Raise



the Minimum Smoking Age
 

At its March meeting, the Edina City Council received a recommendation from

the Edina Community Health Commission to raise the minimum age to buy

tobacco products from 18 to 21. The Council voted to draft an ordinance and

schedule a public hearing on the recommendation. LWVE has previously

studied teens' use of drugs, including tobacco and has a published position on

the issue. LWVE President, Lonni Skrenter wrote the following letter to the City

Council:

To Mayor Hovland and Members of the Edina City Council, 

At your March 7, 2017 meeting, you received a recommendation from the

Edina Community Health Commission that you raise the minimum legal age

for the purchase of tobacco and e-cigarette products in Edina from 18 to 21

years. 

The League of Women Voters Edina (LWVE) strongly supports that

recommendation. 

The League of Women Voters is a nonprofit, volunteer organization that

encourages informed voting and citizen participation in government. The

League does not endorse or support any candidate or political party. The

League does take positions on issues after study and deliberation, and it

advocates for those positions.

LWVE has studied Youth Use of Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drugs. Most

recently, in 2014, an LWVE study committee reviewed the literature and

current news stories about youth and substance use and results of the

Minnesota Student Survey and the national Monitoring the Future Survey

conducted by the University of Michigan. Study committee members

interviewed local law enforcement officials, assistant county attorneys, school

administrators, teachers, chemical health professionals, community groups,

parents and students. 

In December 2014, LWVE members adopted an updated position supporting:

1. Educational programs that support improved chemical health, including:

a. Ongoing programs, especially in the middle and high school years.



b. Regular continuing education for adult educators, coaches and school

administrators.

c. Alternatives to suspension for minor Alcohol, Tobacco, Other Drugs and e-

cigarette violations in the schools.

2. Youth-led and peer-to-peer education and prevention programs. Allocation

of public funds for a community initiative to prevent illegal Alcohol, Tobacco,

Other Drugs and e-cigarette use. 

3. Consistent city and school guidelines for adults who chaperone youth

activities.

4. City ordinances and law enforcement efforts designed to reduce

underage Alcohol, Tobacco, Other Drugs and e-cigarette use.

5. Legal system diversion alternatives, such as Youth Court, for low level

Alcohol, Tobacco, Other Drugs and e-cigarette violations.

LWVE supports city ordinances and law enforcement efforts to reduce youth

use of tobacco and e-cigarettes. Please feel free to contact me with any

questions about LWVE's study and/or recommendations. Thank you for your

consideration and your efforts to improve community health.

Sincerely,

Lonni Skrentner

President,

League of Women Voters Edina           

Please extend your congratulations to our newest Life Member,

Kay Bach. LWV Life Members are those who have been league

members for at least 50 years! Kay served as the president of the

Edina League from 1977 to 1979, from 2012 to 2016 she served

as the Thursday morning Unit Leader and  from 2013 to 2014 she

served on the Nominating Committee. Kay was also involved in

some of our earliest local studies on environmental and

transportation issues. Kay is still a regular at the Thursday Unit

Meetings. She plans to be at this month's meeting on our water

quality, so please congratulate her when you see her!



Take Action with LWV Minnesota

Subscribe to Action Alerts here.
Subscribe to the Capitol Letter here.

Visit LWV Minnesota’s Facebook page.
Join The Voter – Virtual Edition

A Facebook group for LWV members and friends
 

Subscribe to Action Alerts so you can take action when
a bill is in committee or going to the floor. The Capitol
Letter keeps you informed about legislative activity. 
Email, phone, write your legislators, attend Town Hall

meetings and speak up. Legislators listen to their
constituents.

Local Leagues = Grass Roots Power
 

When you like a post on the LWV Edina Facebook page, please

also share it; that allows your friends to see the post and expands

our outreach.

The LWV Edina Book Club is excited to

announce the first of its 2017 book selections. Meetings are Saturdays at 10

am. 

April 8: The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead

https://www.lwvmn.org/get-involved-league
https://www.lwvmn.org/get-involved-league
https://www.facebook.com/LWVMinnesota
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=the%20voter-%20virtual%20edition


     Cora is a slave on a cotton plantation in Georgia. Life is hellish for all the

slaves but especially bad for Cora; an outcast even among her fellow Africans,

she is coming into womanhood - where even greater pain awaits. When Caesar,

a recent arrival from Virginia, tells her about the Underground Railroad, they

decide to take a terrifying risk and escape. Matters do not go as planned and,

though they manage to find a station and head north, they are being hunted.

Meeting at Edina City Hall Community Room

 

May 13: Give Us the Ballot: The Modern Struggle for Voting Rights in

America by Ari Berman

    In this groundbreaking narrative history, Ari Berman charts both the

transformation of American democracy under the VRA and the

counterrevolution that has sought to limit voting rights, from 1965 to the

present day. The act enfranchised millions of Americans and is widely regarded

as the crowning achievement of the civil rights movement. And yet, fifty years

later, we are still fighting heated battles over race, representation, and political

power, with lawmakers devising new strategies to keep minorities out of the

voting booth and with the Supreme Court declaring a key part of the Voting

Rights Act unconstitutional.

Meeting at Edina City Hall Community Room

There is no book club meeting in June.

July 15: The Worst Hard Time: The Untold Story of Those Who Survived

the Great American Dust Bowl by Timothy Egan

The dust storms that terrorized the High Plains in the darkest years of the

Depression were like nothing ever seen before or since. Timothy Egan’s

critically acclaimed account rescues this iconic chapter of American history

from the shadows in a tour de force of historical reportage. Following a dozen

families and their communities through the rise and fall of the region, Egan

tells of their desperate attempts to carry on through blinding black dust

blizzards, crop failure, and the death of loved ones. Brilliantly capturing the

terrifying drama of catastrophe, Egan does equal justice to the human

characters who become his heroes, “the stoic, long-suffering men and women

whose lives he opens up with urgency and respect”

Meeting at Edina City Hall Community Room

August 19: Black Elk: The Life of an American Visionary by Joe Jackson

Black Elk, the Native American holy man, is known to millions of readers

around the world from his 1932 testimonial, Black Elk Speaks. Adapted by the

poet John Neihardt from a series of interviews, it is one of the most widely read

and admired works of American Indian literature. Cryptic and deeply personal,

it has been read as a spiritual guide, a philosophical manifesto, and a text to be

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4342386.Ari_Berman


deconstructed--while the historical Black Elk has faded from view.

Meeting at Edina City Hall Community Room

Copyright © 2016 League of Women Voters Edina, All rights reserved.
You are receiving this email because you are a member of the League of Women Voters of Edina

Our mailing address is:
League of Women Voters Edina

550 Rice St.
St. Paul, MN 55103

Add us to your address book

unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences 
 

This email was sent to <<Email Address>> 

why did I get this?    unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences 

League of Women Voters Edina · 550 Rice St. · St. Paul, MN 55103 · USA 

http://lwvedina.us9.list-manage.com/vcard?u=ab3b60c8d7408e19521961571&id=48ec1436cb
http://lwvedina.us9.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=ab3b60c8d7408e19521961571&id=48ec1436cb&e=%5BUNIQID%5D&c=8f07defeae
http://lwvedina.us9.list-manage.com/profile?u=ab3b60c8d7408e19521961571&id=48ec1436cb&e=%5BUNIQID%5D
mailto:%3C%3CEmail%20Address%3E%3E
http://lwvedina.us9.list-manage1.com/about?u=ab3b60c8d7408e19521961571&id=962cb2e5a2&e=%5BUNIQID%5D&c=c59bea25b2
http://lwvedina.us9.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=ab3b60c8d7408e19521961571&id=962cb2e5a2&e=%5BUNIQID%5D&c=c59bea25b2
http://lwvedina.us9.list-manage.com/profile?u=ab3b60c8d7408e19521961571&id=962cb2e5a2&e=%5BUNIQID%5D
http://www.mailchimp.com/monkey-rewards/?utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=monkey_rewards&aid=ab3b60c8d7408e19521961571&afl=1

